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Two Thought-Provoking Exhibitions by Medicine Hat
Artists Open Saturday at the Esplanade Art Gallery

MEDICINE HAT, AB — The Esplanade Art Gallery is pleased to announce the opening of two new
exhibitions on display until Apr. 11.

Laara Cassells: e-strange

What does the generation dubbed ‘the intentionally disengaged’ have to do
with the long-established tradition of the equestrian (a.k.a. horse) portrait?
Artist Laara Cassells is surrounded in her daily life by young people and
horses, and in this new and insightful body of work, she brings both
together to muse on popular culture and its intersection with the values of
tradition and the natural world. Curator of art Joanne Marion comments:
“Laara Cassells poses intriguing questions with flashes of humour in these
elegant double portraits: about the directions in which today’s digital
communications are taking us, about the fate of the natural world, about
the meaning of our cultural traditions... and she generously leaves the
answers up to the viewer.” Laara Cassells, Neither Kate nor Phantom, acrylic

on canvas. 2010

Laara Cassells’ practice as an artist spans painting, sculpture, installation and multi-media
performances. Her work has been presented in numerous exhibitions and performances around the
world, including Canada, the United States, Hungary, Korea, Belgium, Poland, Switzerland and Italy.
Cassells divides her time between Medicine Hat, where she is a faculty member of the Visual
Communications Program at Medicine Hat College, and Sundre, Alberta.

Dana Shukster: Pre-Flight —Trace

Dana Shukster’s recent explorations of the fleeting aspects of light have
led to the creation of a series of large scale, sepia-toned inkjet prints on
paper. These mysterious images are derived from projected shadows of
magpies in flight, and are accompanied in the gallery by video and direct
shadow projections. “Dana Shukster’s process is almost scientific in its
rationality, and yet the results are certainly poetic and even eerie. Her
works give us pause to wonder at the arbitrary nature of our perception of
our transitory world,” says curator of art Joanne Marion.

Dana Shukster is based in Medicine Hat, Alberta and has exhibited her Dana Shukster, Pre-Flight - Trace 4-3 (detail),
work across Canada and in the United States and Europe. Her work has inkget print on paper, 2010

been supported by grants and awards from the Canada Council for the Arts and the Alberta Foundation

for the Arts and is held in numerous public and private collections in Alberta and British Columbia.

e-strange and Pre-Flight —Trace are on display in the Esplanade Art Gallery until Apr. 11, 2010. The
opening reception is Thursday, Mar. 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Gallery Foyer. The artists will be present and
will give a brief tour of their work. There is no charge to attend the reception and everyone is welcome.
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